
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Dear brothers, sisters and 
friends, greetings from Hristo and 
Vania Arnaudov, servants of the 
Lord at the Renaissance Church of 
Christ in Sofia, Bulgaria! 

We hope this newsletter 
finds you all in good health and 
under God’s blessings. 

We are always grateful to 
God for His great mercy and love 
for us. Despite the difficulties in 
our life, we feel His constant 
presence and care. 

Since our last newsletter, we 
all enjoyed the holidays and 
experienced yet another cold and 
snowy winter season. We were 
invited to spend Christmas and 
New Year’s with our children and 
relatives in the United States. We 
visited my brother’s family in 
Chicago, as well as our daughters 
in Wichita, KS. We also had the 
opportunity to visit Colorado 
Springs and had such a wonderful 
time with all of them. Due to the 

long distance between Bulgaria 
and the United States, we cannot 
travel and visit often, so this 
opportunity brought us lots of 
happiness. 

 

In our absence during this 
period Bisser, Rafik and Dimitar 
served the church. 

With our return to Sofia, it 
seems as we brought the cold and 
the snow here, accompanied by 
the flu. Many were ill and for 
some time we had to discontinue 
our Thursday Bible classes. The 
good news, however, is that 
winter is almost over, the weather 
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has warmed up and we are now 
able to get back to our routine 
work at church, with meetings, 
visits, fellowship time, and classes. 

More young families are 
now attending church 
and thus, the number of 
the children is growing.  

There are new 
people attending our worship 
services and we are studying the 
Word of God with them and 
preparing them for baptism. Due 
to the fact that our meeting place 
does not have a baptistery, we 
have to travel about an hour’s 
drive outside of Sofia, to a lake 
where we can perform baptisms 
(only in warmer weather). 

The number of the 
foreigners among us is also 
growing. Rafik Hanna’s family is 
still waiting for their legalization 
to go through and because of this 
they are not able to start work. 
Therefore, they do not have the 
needed finances 
for their rent, 
utilities and food. 
However, they are 
very diligent in 
learning the Bulgarian language. 

Vania spends time 
with them twice a 
week to help them 
continue building 

on the basic language level they 
completed as refugees in the 
country. Brother Rafik is a 
Christian with a great zeal for the 
Lord and readily shares the Word 
of God in the church. His 

daughters, Rojina and 
Mariam, are working with 
the children at the Sunday 
school.  

We recently met with the 
young families and discussed their 
readiness and abilities to serve in 
the church. This month, we also 
had our annual meeting to share 
with the church members how we 
did as a church in the past year 
and what we plan for the new one. 
Those who expressed readiness to 
serve are Jordan and Antonia 
Tasevi, Alex and Natasha from 
Ukraine, and Samuel from Ghana. 

 



Very active in the life of the 
church is also Samuel from 
Nigeria. He was raised in a 
Christian 
family and 
was a youth 
leader in his 
home church. 
Now, Samuel 
is a student 
at the Sofia 
Technical 
University. 
On several 
occasions, he 
has prepared 
and preached 
for the church on Sunday.  

A few Saturdays ago, we 
had a brunch meeting with the 
brethren at the church. We shared 
thoughts and ideas on how to 
further improve the work and life 
of the church in regards to the 
foreigners, elderly and the 
children. We discussed and 
planned for some further changes 
with regards to the sound 
equipment and visuals (e.g. 
additional projector and screen 
for the English-speaking), as well 
as to accommodate for an 
additional / separate room for the 
children, so they can be split by 
age groups and have lessons in 
accordance with their age. We are 
also considering options on how to 
convince the owner of the 

building to allow us to build in a 
baptistery. This way we won’t be 
dependent on the weather or 
season when there are people 
wanting to be baptized. We all 
prayed together in unity and are 
waiting on God’s guidance.  

We are all in anticipation of 
the warmer weather so that the 
church can take a trip into the 
beautiful Bulgarian nature for a 
time of fellowship. 

The children are also 
impatiently waiting for sister 
Jeana’s return. She has answered 
our invitation and is ready to 
help the church not only with the 
Sunday school but also, with 
teaching English to children and 
adults at the church, as well as, 
working with the ladies.  

Unfortunately, we will end 
our newsletter with 
some sad news. Our 
dear sister, Vania 
Ivanova Bodjova, has 
suddenly passed 
away. Vania became a Christian 
during our ministry in Athens, 
Greece. There, she was also in 
ministry as our translator at the 
church and at the Athens branch 
of the Sunset Bible Institute. Some 
of our teachers know and 
remember her. We pray that the 
Lord may give peace and comfort 



to her family and relatives. We 
believe that she has gone to be 
with the Lord. May God help us all 
to be ready when He calls us – to 
finish the race and keep the faith!  

Dear brothers and sisters, 
we shared our news with you. 
Please continue to pray for us and 
our ministry. There will always be 
challenges and difficulties but 
with the help of God, we will 
overcome them all. We feel very 
encouraged by the growth of the 
church, both in number and in 
spirit. We do what is needed and 
God is the One supporting us. 
Thank you for your support, 
encouragement, and prayers. 

We are all doing the work of 
the Lord here in Sofia and your 
part in it is significant. May the 
Lord bless you abundantly! Amen!  

In His Grace, 

Hristo & Vania Arnaudov 
1618 Sofia, Bulgaria 

P.O.Box 333 
www.churchofchrist.bg 
jchristar@hotmail.com 
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